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2nd Edition UMUNTHU SOCIAL IMPACT FORUM 2026

WELCOME 

TO THE FORUM

Welcome to the 2nd Edition of the Umunthu Social Impact Forum 
2026. We are honoured to have you join us in Lilongwe for two 
days of dialogue, reflection, collaboration, and collective action.



The Umunthu Social Impact Forum is a high-level national 
convening bringing together leaders from business, government, 
civil society, philanthropy, development institutions, healthcare, 
technology, media, academia, and the creative economy to 
explore the future of social impact, resilience, and systemic 
change in Malawi.



At a time when Malawi faces growing economic pressures, shifting 
aid landscapes, climate vulnerability, youth unemployment, and 
governance challenges, the need for stronger collaboration, 
sustainable financing, accountable institutions, and locally-led 
solutions has never been greater.



This year's Forum is intentionally designed not simply as a 
conference, but as a platform for ecosystem thinking — creating 
space for difficult conversations, honest reflection, strategic 
collaboration, and practical action around the conditions shaping 
Malawi's social impact future.



2nd Edition UMUNTHU SOCIAL IMPACT FORUM 2026

FIVE THEMATIC AREAS

THEME 2

Governance, Accountability 
& Trust

Strengthening institutional integrity, 
oversight, and accountability culture  

THEME 1

Capital & Financing Resilience  

Diversifying Malawi's social impact 
financing beyond traditional aid 
dependency

THEME 4

Coordination & Collaboration

Breaking institutional silos to build 
coordinated, cross-sector 
ecosystem responses  

THEME 3

Monitoring, Evaluation & Learning  

Building a shared culture of evidence, 
structured learning, and adaptive 
measurement  

THEME 5

CSI Evolution & Narrative Power

Reimagining corporate social investment as ecosystem investment — and 
harnessing storytelling and the creative economy as tools for structural change  
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Conference Hosts -  Ruth Kulaisi & Martin Maurice 

DAY 1 TUESDAY  2 JUNE 2026

08:00 REGISTRATION & EXHIBITION OPENING

09:00     OFFICIAL OPENING CEREMONY



Opening:  Ruth Kulaisi — Conference Chairperson

Welcome: Willson Chivhanga — CEO, Thrive Afrika

Remarks:  Charles Gwenge — Communications and Advocacy Director, 
World Vision



Remarks: Dr. Esmie Kainja — Principal Secretary, Ministry of Gender, 
Children, Disability and Social Welfare



Keynote by Guest of Honour:  Hon. Mary Thom Navicha — Minister of 
Gender, Community Development and Social Welfare



Launch of the Umunthu Social Impact Index

10:30 HEALTH BREAK & INTERVIEWS

11:00     FIRESIDE CHAT



Beyond CSR: Can Business Become Ecosystem 
Infrastructure?



Speaker:   Beatrice Makwenda – Programme Manager, Trust Africa

Speaker:  Veronica Ngulube Misomali – CSR & PR Lead at Airtel Malawi

Moderator:  Ruth Kulaisi – CEO, KlearComms Media

Hosted by

11:30    PLENARY SESSION 2



Building the Architecture for Malawi 2063: Coordination, 
Policy, Regulation & the Future of Social Investment



Panelist:  Prof. John Saka — Chairperson, National Council for Higher 
Education (NCHE)

Panelist:  Engineer Dr. Peter Matipwiri — Council Member, MCCCI; Board 
member MPICO PLC & Board Chair Construction Regulatory Authority 

Panelist:  Mr. Thoko Chibwana — Registration & Compliance Manager, 
NGORA

Panelist:  Ms. Yandura Chipeta — Country Director, ActionAid Malawi



Moderator:  Dr. Andrew Jamali — Research Manager, National Planning 
Commission
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12:30 SPEED NETWORKING

12:45 NETWORKING LUNCH   |  Exhibition Open

14:00   UMUNTHU TALK



What Happens When a Village Gets Light?



Speaker:  Martin Masiya — CEO, Sollys Energy

BREAKOUT SESSIONS — 14:20

Hosted by

Hosted by

14:20  A — Beyond Employment:  

Rethinking Youth Futures in Malawi




  B — Storytelling for Social Impact:

Ethics, Dignity & the Power of Representation

15:10   PLENARY SYNTHESIS



Report-Back from Breakouts



Rapporteurs:  Session Rapporteurs

15:30   UMUNTHU TALK



Why an Investment in Animal Welfare is an Investment in 
Human Health and Wellbeing



Speaker:  Dr. Madeline Nyamwanza — Co-CEO, LSPCA

15:45 DAY 1 CLOSE & PREVIEW OF DAY 2



Closing:  Ruth Kulaisi — Conference Chairperson

15:50 TEA & NETWORKING SESSION
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DAY 2 WEDNESDAY  3 JUNE 2026

08:30     REGISTRATION    |  Exhibition Open

09:00 DAY 2 WELCOME & RECAP

Hosted by

09:15    KEYNOTE ADDRESS



Umunthu Social Impact Index



Speaker:  Willson Chivhanga — CEO, Thrive Afrika

Presented by

09:40    PLENARY SESSION 3



Communities at the Centre: Building Resilient Systems for 
Malawi's Future



Speaker:  Dr. John Moyo — Technical Program Manager — Education, 
World Vision Malawi

10:40 HEALTH BREAK

11:00      FIRESIDE CHAT



Financing Resilience: The Role of African Capital in 
Shaping Malawi's 



Speaker: Benedicto Nkhoma — Group Board Chairman, Citrine 
Financial Group Holdings



Moderator:  Ruth Kulaisi — Conference Chairperson

11:00    PLENARY SESSION 4



Measuring What Matters: Rethinking Impact, Accountability & 
Success in Malawi's Social Impact Ecosystem



Panelist:  Frazer Andack Mataya — Head of Programs, The Hunger Project 
Malawi

Panelist:  Ahmad Milazi — Projects Manager, SPARC Systems

Panelist:  Enock Juma — Head of Partnerships, DAPP

Panelist:  Deborah Mbale — Founder, Mai Mbambande Foundation



Moderator:  Deliwe Makata
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12:30 NETWORKING LUNCH  |  Innovation Showcase Open

13:30    UMUNTHU TALK



The Courage to Belong: Stories of Resilience, Identity & 
Hope



Speaker:  Trésor Nzengu Mpauni (aka Mene la Plume) — Founder, 
Tumaini Letu

Hosted by

13:45    ECOSYSTEM ACTION LABS



Umunthu Social Impact Index



Facilitator:  Willson Chivhanga — CEO, Thrive Afrika

15:30 TEA & COFFEE BREAK

16:00    SYNTHESIS & REFORM COMMITMENTS



Reflections: Dr. Andrew Jamali — Research Manager, National Planning 
Commission



Moderator:  Willson Chivhanga — CEO, Thrive Afrika

16:00 CLOSING CEREMONY



USIF2026 Commitments:  Lead Rapporteur



Vote of Thanks:  Willson Chivhanga — CEO, Thrive Afrika
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Our partners

This conference
is presented with the


support of our valued partners

Gold Partner

Exhibiting Partners

Print Partner 

Technical Partners

Convenors
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